Hepatopulmonary syndrome.
The hepatopulmonary syndrome is an increasingly important vascular complication of cirrhosis where microvascular dilatation impairs arterial oxygenation in the setting of liver disease. This syndrome is identified in as many as 20% of patients evaluated for liver transplantation and results in increased mortality. No clearly effective medical therapies are available, and liver transplantation is the only established treatment. Pathophysiologic insights obtained from experimental models may lead to the development of novel and effective medical treatments.